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Since the Newsletter 54 of August this year, our
International President, Valerie Carter, has been
most active in attending and speaking at events in
many parts of Europe.
URGENT. We need to appoint a Secretary
General to support the President in her work
for ECOVAST International. Please contact me
if you would like to learn more about the work,
and to make a nomination.
At the time of writing the ECOVAST International
website is being updated, so that references in this
newsletter can be seen and downloads made
available. We are grateful to Polly Woolley, of
Oxford, Honorary Member of ECOVAST, for her
work as webmaster for many years. From 1
November, the website has a new host and
website manager, based in Portsmouth. He is Tim
Backhouse, Community Internet Services (CIS).
A PDF of this newsletter can be accessed at:
h t t p : / / w w w. d o r f w i k i . o r g / u p l o a d / P h i l Tu r n e r /
ecovastnews55.pdf
and, using a search engine, can be translated into
your own language.
Please send copy for the next Newsletter to
me, at p.turner@semantise.com by 31 March
2014.
Phil Turner

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Partner organisations
Action to Strengthen Small European Towns
Feature. A visit to Montenegro
Remembering Andras Roman
Details of events notified to the Editor

**breaking news 20 December:
UK government on CAP consultation (England)
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/
system/uploads/attachment_data/file/267987/
cap-reform-sum-resp-201312.pdf

I would like to wish all our members and their
families a very happy Christmas and a healthy and
prosperous New Year. I look forward to our two
meetings in 2014 and will try to make sure the
dates and venues are decided as early as possible
so that you can book them in your diaries.

A report on the 2013 ECOVAST General Assembly
is below in the Hungarian Section news. Other
reports on events which I have attended
representing ECOVAST are listed below under
Partner Organisations: - CIVILSCAPE, PREPARE,
‘RURBAN’ and the European Rural University.
On the topic of Rural Tourism, I was invited as
President of ECOVAST to be the keynote speaker
of an International Conference in Heraklion, Crete,
Greece in October 2013. It was organised by the
Scientific Research Centre of the Slovenian
Academy of Sciences & Arts – the lead partners of
a SY-CULTour, a European supported project
which has partners in Bulgaria, Italy, Slovenia,
Greece, Serbia and Hungary. The event was well
attended with 19 speakers from 10 different
countries.
Rural tourism has been a key area of
work for ECOVAST for many years and we were
key speakers at international conferences in
Croatia in 2011 and Romania in 2012. The paper
presented at the SY-CULTour conference on behalf
of ECOVAST followed the current theme of the
importance of small towns for tourism and can be
found on the ECOVAST website. The second day
was a tour of examples of rural development on
the island of Crete and meeting local participants.
final_agenda_SYCULTOUR.pdf
Valerie J Carter, President

European Common Agricultural
Policy Reform
ECOVAST is a member of DG Agri’s Advisory
Group on Rural Development and we attended the
latest meeting in Brussels on 4th October 2013.
This meeting was a detailed discussion on the
EAFRD programme 2014-2020. Details of the
presentations and discussions can be accessed on
the website:
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/consultations/
advisory-groups/rurdev/index_en.htm
The PREPARE network has been drawing together
a picture of what is happening in the different
Member States.
A simple statement on the
position in the UK was prepared by Phil Turner and
Michael Dower for PREPARE which in summary
explains:
The UK Position
England is the only part of the UK without any
statutory Regions (except for London) and lacks a
national spatial strategy.
Local Enterprise Partnerships, business-led, have
government backing, new financial resources, and
are to play a leading role in the EU Common

Strategic Framework (CSF) and Community-Led
Local Development (CLLD).
Each of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are
one territorial region for European purposes,
including rural development, and have spatial
strategies. Scotland has four regional strategic
development plans and, for the Rural Development
Programme, has thirteen Regional Proposal
Assessment Committees. The Wales strategic
plan includes six regional spatial plan areas.
Northern Ireland is devolving responsibility for local
planning to municipalities and, in addition to its
own spatial strategy, has a framework for cooperation on spatial strategy with the Republic of
Ireland.
The future Rural Development Programme
2014-2020 for the UK - the Government in
November 2013 published a Consultation Paper
on the proposed focus and funding for the
Programme. This states that the scale of funding
for the Programme will depend greatly upon a
decision (still to be made) on the degree of further
modulation from Pillar 1 to Pillar 2.
The
Consultation Paper offers options, between 1%
and 15%, for the scale of that modulation. If a low
percentage of modulation is chosen, the money
available for rural development, and particularly for
LEADER Groups, will be even less than in the
present programme period.
For this reason,
LEADER groups and others are lobbying hard for
generous transfer of money to Pillar 2.
The substance of the future Rural Development
Programme places priority on continued generous
funding of environmental measures, but also
proposes more investment for economic growth.
The growth agenda, reflecting the EU2020 goal of
smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, is to be
mainly delivered in England through Local
Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs), essentially one for
each county.
Each LEP will produce a Growth
Strategy for its area, and the Government will
allocate money from the European Regional and
Social Funds, plus matching national money, to be
spent in implementing that strategy. (The LEPs
comprise, mainly, people from the commercial
sector, plus representatives of local authorities and
a limited number of people from the civil and
academic sectors. For this reason, they tend to
have an urban bias, and relatively little interest in
rural development).

However, the Government proposes that part of
the Rural Development Programme which is
focused on economic growth should be
administered by the LEPs, who can choose to use
the LEADER groups as deliverers of all or part of
those funds. LEADER groups will be chosen, and
their basic funding will be provided, by the
Department of Food, Environment and Rural
Affairs. But where a LEADER Group secures a
working relationship with its County LEP, it may be
able to call down (through the LEP) funds from the
EAFRD and from the European Regional and
Social Funds’.
Michael Dower
In November 2013, ECOVAST UK attended one of
the DEFRA stakeholders workshops in England
during the period of consultation on Common
Agricultural Policy. We responded:
• to support an increase in payments in
upland areas,
• to favour an upper limit of £150,000 on
single payments to farmers,
• to support a proposed Young Farmers
scheme,
• to welcome the proposed ‘landscape scale
approach’ in environmental land
management and were pleased that would
include river catchment areas.
• We emphasised the rural contribution that
the Local Enterprise Partnership could
make to sustaining rural services and
small/medium enterprises, short supply
chains and local markets.
• Extending LEADER to cover the rural area
of England, gradually using the LEADER
method to cover small towns so as to
enhance urban/rural links were points
urged, as well as more funding for
LEADER, including access to EU funds
other than EAFRD.
However we expressed concern that some water
companies in moorland areas were causing
damage to the environment through poor
management of peat, although there was a good
practice in northern England who have for some
years been cooperating with Peak National Park,
National Trust and moorland owners on a major
'Moors for the Future' scheme to halt erosion of
soil, promote recovery of vegetation, improve
public access and sequestrate carbon in the peat
It was also made clear that estate owners of large
areas dedicated to grouse and deer shooting were
in the category of ‘operators of permanent sport
and recreational grounds’ and thereby excluded
from payments to active farmers.
Phil Turner

**breaking news 20 December CAP reform England:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/
system/uploads/attachment_data/file/267987/
cap-reform-sum-resp-201312.pdf

European Rural Parliament
PREPARE has been a key supporter of Rural
Parliaments for many years. It has attended rural
parliaments in Estonia, and Sweden where they
have been held over several years and attended
the first rural parliaments in Slovenia in 2011 and
Latvia in 2012. It produced a booklet called ‘Rural
Parliaments – emerging participative democracy’ in
2 0 11 .
P R E PA R E , t h e E u r o p e a n R u r a l
Communities Association (ERCA) and All Sweden
Shall Live have organised the very first European
Rural Parliament which was held in November
2013 in Brussels. It is hoped this will be the first of
many. Michael Dower was a key-note speaker,
and thanks to our Croatian Section, his words are
available to download from:
http://www.ecovast.hr/dokumenti/download/
ERP2013_Dower_speech-1.pdf
Phil Turner spoke in one of the workshops and
Valerie Carter also attended.
The website is
http://europeanruralparliament.com
Valerie J Carter

Michael Dower (right) with Dylyana Slavova (President
of the Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment
section of the European Economic and Social
Committee, hosting the event) and Staffan Nilsson
(Chairman of ERP Steering Committee) at the ERP in
Brussels

As a member of the Think Tank of the European
Rural Parliament, I was asked to speak in the
morning session. I asked many questions:
Rural Development and urban/rural links has been
a focus of the ASSET Project of ECOVAST - Action
to Strengthen Small European Towns.
- What are the opportunities for rural development
in the post 2013 Common Strategic Framework
(CSF) of the European Commission?
- What potential has the Community Led Local
Development (CLLD) for linking urban and rural
areas, the small towns and the villages related to
them?
- How will the LEADER model be applied to urban
areas, so that they link to rural areas?
- How could the Integrated Territorial Investments
(ITI) be managed so that NGOs as well as local
government authorities can take a role in subregional integrated strategies?
- What joint action plans can be envisaged for
urban/rural linkages?
- Can the statutory spatial planning system in
Member States reflect the CLLD strategies and
programmes?
The view from England UK
In England the government has abolished the
REGIONS so much relies on the 39 business-led
Local Economic Partnerships (LEPs).
This includes the European CSF and Community
Led Local Development (CLLD).
There is an emphasis on economic growth.
The scope of the European Agricultural Fund for
Rural Development (EAFRD) may seem somewhat
restricted.
- Building the knowledge and skills in rural areas;
- Funding new and developing micro, small and
medium sized rural business;
- Funding small scale renewable and broadband
Investments in rural areas; and
- Support for tourism activities in rural areas.”
Supplementary Guidance to Local Enterprise
Partnerships in England UK.
What are the possibilities for funding rural social
and environmental projects that are communityled?
Will rural areas receive less priority than the cities
and denser urban areas?
Small Towns can play a strong part in Community
Led Local Development.

Now that the LEADER approach can be applied to
urban areas as well as rural, the linkages between
Small Towns and the villages in the wider
countryside can be enhanced by sub-regional
integrated local strategies.
Within each of the LEP areas in England, there
may be different approaches to using the CSF, to
community-led local development, and to defining
the areas that may be covered by LEADER type
Local Action Groups (LAGs).
However, the population range, from 10,000 up to
150,000, allows much scope for a joined up
approach to funding for urban areas linked to rural
areas and covered by LAGs.
LAGs will be responsible for identifying and
implementing a Local Development Strategy.
How “integrated” will those strategies become?
- across social, economic, environmental and
cultural spectrum?
- vertically with policies from national to local level?
- across policies of all governance bodies in a subregion?
It will be interesting to see how these develop,
especially if they cover small towns and rural
areas, and how they link to the other communityled plans.
Identifying an urban area to be covered by a LAG
may be difficult.
Rural councils could be reluctant to engage in
partnerships with urban areas or peripheral parts
of a large town or city.
The UK can offer case studies of the statutory
development plans that are emerging under the
(England) Localism Act 2011. Towns and villages
are preparing their own ‘neighbourhood plans’
which will be part of the statutory spatial
‘development plan’ alongside the local plans of
municipalities.
These offer EMPOWERMENT and
SUBSIDIARITY.
Will such examples of CLLD, bring benefit to rural
development?
http://europeanruralparliament.com/2013/11/18/primaryresults-of-the-erp/

You can see the debates on video at:

http://europeanruralparliament.com/video-archive/

Phil Turner

NEWS FROM THE SECTIONS

Cetinje/Montenegro:

Austria

Arthur Spiegler was invited to Cetinje for the
Council of Europe workshops on the
implementation of the European
Landscape Convention.
There he presented the ECOVAST Method
“A guide to Good Practice”.
This was the first time that the Council has
officially acknowleged our tool and
commmitment to identifying
landscape through assessing character.
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/
heritage/landscape/ReunionAteliers/cetinje/S2Spiegler.pdf

An industrial heritage excursion is proposed
during the Europa Nostra Annual Congress in
Vienna 2014. Arthur Spiegler, Vice-president of the
European Council for the Village and Small Town
(ECOVAST) and former Board member of the
Vienna Water Works, is helping in the organisation
of the next excursion to take place in Vienna on 5
May 2014.
Basic Principles for Successful Regional
Planning. Arthur Spiegler has published a paper in
German in Land & Raum, Heft 2, Österreichisches
Kuratorium für Landtechnik
und -entwicklung,
Wien 2013. http://oekl.at/publikationen/landraum/
lr2013-2/
The summary and conclusion state:
- Regional planning throughout the last thirty years
developed to a story of success that became
indispensable in many European countries. Meanwhile
it is not limited strictly to rural regions any more.
- The overriding basic principle for successful
sustainable regional planning is to achieve
knowledge what a region consists of; meaning
natural and cultural factors, the resources and
special qualities of their life space.

and
the
the
the

Secondly this knowledge must be adapted for
available and comprehensible information for the
interested people of the region.
- The process of regional planning normally is started
in two ways: Either by the pressure of a local or
regional demand and a “pressure group” of concerned,
mostly private people (the right people at the right place
and the right time);
or by an authorised, official
“regional management” (run or supported by the
province).
- All the examples of successful regional planning fulfil
the basic requirements as pointed out in this paper.
-

For the people initiating and carrying out successfully
good regional planning it is most important the goal is
focused on improving the life quality and the identity
of the region.

Berlin/Germany:
Brigitte Macaria gave a short presentation about
the Green-Belt-Project at the “6th Forum
Kulturlandschaften“, Berlin, 6,th December. 2013,
organised by Civilscape & Bund Heimat u. Umwelt
in Deutschland.
Vienna/Austria:
We participated in the Conference: “Building the
Urban Future oft the Danube Region“.
This happened in Co-operation of the
“Österreichischer Städtebund“ (Austrian
Association of Cities) & European Union,
European Regional Development Fund. We were
the only organisation stressing the issue of Small
Historic Towns, but with a very successful
response.
- As every year we had our general assembly in
December. You can have a look at the resume (in
German) at “Dorfwiki“.
http://www.dorfwiki.org/wiki.cgi?ECOVAST/
Protokolle/Generalversammlung2013

Arthur Spiegler and Brigitte Macaria

Croatia
The Croatian Section of ECOVAST continues
collaboration in the Project Heritage – Driver of
Development (in Dubrovnik region of Croatia and
in Boka Kotorska of Montenegro) – IPA funded
cross border programme of applying new
methodologies in natural and cultural heritage
(http://www.bastina.eu/?page_id=851), and an
interesting study-tour of Provence was organised
in October 2013 related to the project. This visit
was organized for project participants to get
acquainted with good examples of spatial
management in the South of France, which was
done through touring the region, meeting with
locals, presentations and lively discussions.

The bus journey from Zagreb to Lika region
included also a visit to the Memorial centre and
birth place of Nikola Tesla in the village of Smiljan.

The participants in Provence, France.
Another excursion took place in October 2013
organized by ECOVAST Croatia for its members
and guests - some 30 people visited the region of
Lika, situated inland behind the mountain range of
Velebit curving along the northern Adriatic. The
visit was to the small town of Liski Osik to meet
with the local community and present the research
done by members of
our Section (Jasenka
Kranjcevic, Niksa Bozic).
The project Licki Osik – Spatial Identity of a
Planned Town was meant to give the local
population an experts' insight into specific urban
and architectural heritage of this town. In fact, Licki
Osik is a rare example in Croatia of a planned
(small) town built in the second half of the 20th
century following the principles of post-war-II
modernistic and functionalistic architectural
planning.

A presentation of the same project on Licki Osik,
with a small exhibition of architectural plans from
the 1960s of the last century when the town was
planned, was organized in the Tourism Institute in
Zagreb on December 3, 2013 which was followed
by the Annual assembly of the Section. Ideas were
exchanged between the members and plans set
for another year. This is also the 20th anniversary
of the formal establishment of
the ECOVAST
Section in Croatia, so it was agreed that a small
publication with the history of our organisation and
past activities should be prepared.
There is also another small project under way,
approved and financed by the City of Zagreb, in
which responsible partners are the Croatian
Network for Rural Development (HMRR) and
ECOVAST Croatia. The project Perspectives for
Development of Rural Areas on the Fringe of
the City of Zagreb is meant to look at
demographic, sociological, economic aspects of
the area of Brezovica in the south-east periphery
of Zagreb, and to make research studies on its
urban functions, landscape character assessment
as well as organize several workshops and a final
exhibition.
The presentation of the project took place on
December 12, 2013 in Brezovica, with the intention
of giving insight to the local community of the full
potential of the area where they live, including
possibilities for new development (especially with
organic food production, weekend-getaway
tourism, etc.).
Through the involvement of ECOVAST Croatia in
the activities of the Danube Civil Society Forum of
the EU Danube Strategy, a River Show in the town
of Vukovar is being prepared (already postponed
twice), which should include a number of civil
society organisations from the north-east region of
Slavonia, as well as from neighbouring countries,
to try to find common interests and possibilities in
taking part in activities related to the programme of
the EUSDR (European Union Strategy of Danube
Region).

After a walk around the town and its squares with
rather derelict houses divided into flats (damaged
by the recent war), a programme was organized in
the local primary school wich included, besides
pupils' school orchestra and folklore performance,
the project presentation of urban and architectural
heritage of Licki Osik together with the publication
on the related project edited by ECOVAST Croatia.

Tihana Stephinac Fabijanic

Germany
The German Section of ECOVAST, registered at
the Court/Register of Associations in Celle, has
Charitable Status and 49 individual members and
6 organizational members
In May 2013 the Section held its AGM and annual
conference (on the same weekend as the meeting
of International Committee of ECOVAST) in
Dammheim near Landau.The conference theme
was vernacular architecture in the transfrontier
French-German national park Vosges-Pfälzer
Wald. There was an excursion to Burg Trifels,
Pfälzer Wald, and then into Alsace to the centre at
La Petite Pierre (Lützelstein), to farmhouses with
wine tasting, also wine tasting in the Palatinate,
organized by Rüdiger Maul.

In September, Members attended the Excursion,
conference and AGM of the international
organization ECOVAST in Kozard/Hungary. They
also attended events of the Bund Heimat und
Umwelt Deutschlands/BHU.
We continue our interest in small towns (Irmelin
Küttner visits various small towns in Brandenburg
and adjacent areas). We plan a conference on
small towns affected by brown-coal mining in
Saxony-Anhalt, for instance Groitzsch and Pegau,
also with the help of Arthur Spiegler in the Green
Band area of the former Iron Curtain border. We
plan our next AGM April 2014 in the Oderbruch
region near Poland. We continue to attend events
of the Gesprächskreis Ländlicher Raum (RosaLuxemburg-Stiftung) and the Bund Heimat und
Umwelt Deutschlands.
Angus Fowler

At the AGM our members Ursula Stratenwerth,
Gerda Stachowitz, the Professors Detlev Simons
and Heiner Henckel, were nominated honorary
members of the German Section for their long-term
distinguished service.
2013 was the 40th anniversary of Förderkreis Alte
Kirchen, ECOVAST founder-member. Events in
Marburg included a tour to churches etc. in
Marburg and in the surrounding area together with
reception and meeting of Steering and Network
Group of Future for Religious Heritage, organized
by A. Fowler
In August there was a Committee meeting in Berlin
in the flat of Chairperson Irmelin Küttner. In that
month I. Küttner and A. Fowler took part in an
excursion organized by H.-J. Rach for ECOVAST
member organization Interessengemeinschaft
Bauernhaus to villages, churches, mill and seed
drying building in the eastern Lausitz near the
Polish border threatened by brown-coal mining
A.Fowler attended the September conference, well
organized by the Antikon Fair Stettin together with
the diocese Kolberg-Köslin and Polish
conservation authorities etc. in Koszalin/Köslin in
northern Poland on “Timber-framed churches”.
Angus spoke on timber-framed churches in
western Europe: England, France and Hessen,
Brandenburg in Germany.

Report on the Final Conference of QUALIST
"Better quality of life in small towns" on 12
November 2013 in Dresden-Neustadt
Dreikönigskirche
Partnerships and projects
The event was organized with the partners
QUALIST Saxon State Ministry for Economic
Affairs, Labour and Transport of Dresden, Unit 62,
Petra Ludewig, and LUB Consulting GmbH
(Engineering Office for Freight Transport and
Logistics) Dresden, Steffen Nestler.
Among those attending were Olaf Linke and
Irmelin Küttner. The conference gathered together
those associated with the project QUALIST
including experts from Germany, Austria and the
Czech Republic, about 80 participants. After more
than three years of project work, the results were
evaluated.

QUALIST was presented at the trade show for
European Local and Regional Development
EUREGIA in Leipzig in October 2010. The
QUALIST project in the EU program "Central
Europe" promotes territorial cooperation to
increase the competitiveness and attractiveness of
cities and regions. Regional associations,
organizations and communities are encouraged to
apply.
Since summer 2010, 11 partners from Germany ,
Austria and the Czech Republic worked in the joint
project "Improving Quality of Life in Small Towns QUALIST " for transferable solutions to increase
the quality of life in small towns. Practical
experiences and adaptations in the realization of
project objectives are bundled from the different
European regions. They include the development
of infrastructure ( including the improvement of
public transport services in sparsely populated
areas ), increasing the quality of care (including
through the establishment of public services in the
residential areas ) and innovative living concepts
(as part of demographic - oriented mobility of city
centres). The negative consequences of
demographic change may be mitigated by new
solutions tothe revitalization of inner cities and
border regions (eg reconstruction of brownfield
sites ) and their connections to metropolitan
regions - financed by the European Regional
Development Fund .
Since the implementation of the urban
development concepts requires a wide public
participation , communication structures and
networks for decision-makers and the public need
to be expanded . QUALIST endeavours to provide
information facilities for the representation of
location advantages . At the conference in Dresden
diverse ideas and practical examples of the project
partners were discussed :
Examples
1. The city Adorf in Vogtland / Saxony participated
with the QUALIST - Pilot project on the complete
refurbishment and transformation of an old building
into a multi- generation house. As a follow-up
project to redesign an adjacent green area of 700
square metres as a recreational area and the
appreciation of yard entrances of residential and
commercial buildings are provided in the inner city
district.
2. A comprehensive project from QUALIST results
in " Living in the Waldviertel " in Lower Austria, in
October 2012 at the EUREGIA - and was first
presented at the fair in Leipzig . Through modern
marketing and information provision immigration

and emigration in 57 municipalities could be
slowed down. Studies have shown that for
residents and new settlers the distinctiveness and
uniqueness of the cultural landscape is the
criterion of patriotism and invention. Job offers,
classic infrastructure , low cost of living , local
community life and proximity to the city Weitra are
considered other benefits in the area.
3. Also Horn in Lower Austria can have good
success in urban renewal "City Park " or "
downtown form." New targets for action and project
ideas for the small town focus on mobility and
transport, infrastructure, health , nature and
environmental protection as well as on new energy
and energy saving.
4. For South Bohemia is a land development plan
as an important tool for the revitalization of the
small towns Slavonice , Hlubeka ' and Vitavou . A
trade-off between conservation areas as a tourist
magnet and obstacles for economic development
was revealed .
Core of the joint project work with the Upper
Lusatia and Lower Silesia mobility needs and
solutions for public transport with target group
oriented supply design .
The results to date of QUALIST are "Urban Vision
Central Europe Small Town 2020 ' summarized in
the manual.
http://qualist.eu/en/
http://qualist.eu/de/index.html
The cross-border co-operation between
authorities, stakeholders, business partners, tourist
organizations, research and educational
institutions is the key to the realization of
programmes of transnational projects. The projects
and efforts towards a better quality of life in small
towns and rural areas, and a paper is available on
"demography-oriented mobility concept small
central European city in 2020".
http://qualist.eu/en/
Status_and_Best_practice_report_mobility_in_PP_regio
ns.pdf

Irmelin Küttner

Study on Small Towns in the Lower Oder
area and West-Pomerania

Due to the roughly sketched basis, judgements
and valuations remain largely incomplete.

Ralf Bokermann has written a paper on the subject
of Small Towns in peripheral regions, which will be
available on the ECOVAST website and http://
w w w . d o r f w i k i . o r g / u p l o a d / P h i l Tu r n e r /
Smalltowns1.pdf

The small towns of Angermünde, Prenzlau,
Pasewalk, Ueckermünde, Anklam, Wolgast, and
Templin are described in the paper.
Ralf Bokermann

Hungary

The introduction states:
MEETING IN KOZARD, HUNGARY
Over the last few years the significance of small
towns for the rural area has been a topic for
The ECOVAST International Annual Assembly
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We were welcomed by our host – Ms Marta Hajas,
the Mayor of Kozard – and we visited various
venues in the village which had seen many
restorations of traditional buildings and which was
now endowed with several buildings which could
be used by the whole community – including a new
small church above the village hall. The village
was adorned with many local carvings. We also
visited the palinka still in the adjacent village of
Ecseg.
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The centre is well preserved with remarkable urban features. Since 1991 the town centre
and wider settlement areas were gradually reconstructed with help from the urban
development programs. Emphasis should be put on the Petri church – a three knaved
basilica - the historical town hall as well as parts of the town wall. Wolgast is a site on the
European route of the red-brick Gothic architecture.

DG Regio; DG Agri of the European Commission
and the Council of Europe. (The paper was sent
out in October 2013.) It can be downloaded from:
h t t p : / / w w w. d o r f w i k i . o r g / u p l o a d / P h i l Tu r n e r /
ECOVASTImportanceofSmalltownsPositionPaper.
pdf
All the national sections of ECOVAST will be
encouraged to use the documents to promote
small towns in their own countries.
The
Hungarian section said that they would also make
sure that all 19 counties in Hungary would get a
copy of this report.
The final day of the event was the ECOVAST
General Assembly meeting.
Olga Sevan, a conference speaker (second right)
sent this picture of participants

The main event of the visit was a conference which
had two main themes – the preservation of historic
buildings and small towns. The discussion centred
on the need to preserve the most beautiful
traditional buildings, yet enable them to continue
as ‘living’ settlements.
The debate focused on Holloko which we had seen
the day before and had been the subject of a
‘management plan’ by Deszo Kovacs of the
Hungarian section – though the ideas we had
heard at the village were not in line with the plan –
demonstrating the real dilemma faced by local
people, politicians and specialists.

Romania

Valerie Carter

Historic Mining Landscape of Rosia Montana in
ROMANIA
The landscape of Roşia Montană has been
masterfully transformed by mining activities for
more than three millennia. The subterranean
heritage consists of a vast gallery network (some
150 km, of which 7 km date from Dacian and
Roman times) and in situ equipment and artefacts.
The remnants of surface habitation (Roman
funerary sites, edifices and roads, as well as
medieval and modern areas) demonstrate an
intense interaction between man and the
environment throughout the centuries.

Another historic village nearby and how they were
tackling the problem of preservation was outlined
by the Chief Architect of Nograd county – Tamas
Karaba.
Another small town – Mezohegyes – in Bekes
county in the southern Great Hungarian Plain also
has a unique history as it was founded in 1784 as
the Hungarian Royal Apostolic Stud by Emperor
Joseph II and it still has many examples of unique
architecture related to the world of horse-keeping.
Today it is still the home of the Hungarian stud and
famous for its breeds of horses. The town was
described by the Mayor, Dr Faltin Erzsebet, who
had travelled a long way from Mezohegyes to
attend the ECOVAST conference, and promote her
town. She is working towards the possibility of
UNESCO recognising the uniqueness of the town.
At the end of the conference I described the work
that ECOVAST has undertaken in the last few
years on small towns.
I outlined the formal
Position Paper which had just been completed to
set out the importance of small towns and which
was to be sent out to influence policy makers in

The mining landscape of Roşia Montană, one of
the most representatives in Europe, is today
seriously threatened by a large-scale, open-cast
gold mining project.
Local NGOs, supported by national, European and
international heritage organisations, including
ECOVAST Romania and International, have been
campaigning against this project for years. They
call for an alternative and sustainable solution, a
long-term social and econonomic development
plan based on the preservation of Roşia Montană’s
unique assets: the mining landscape with its
cultural and natural heritage.
See also EUROPA NOSTRA, among Partner
Organisations in this newsletter.
Phil Turner

Russia
Excellent photographs by Olga Sevan of rural
settlements in the National Park "Kenozersky":
Plesetsk Kargopolskaya 16 - 21 August 2013 may
be seen at:
National Park "Kenozersky": Plesetsk and
Kargopolsky sector.

social cohesion and the wellbeing and health of all
citizens. Landscape is about identity as well as
cultural diversity and people have the right to their
own ideas, visions and concepts and definitions of
the place where they live, the right of access and
the right to participate in the change and future
development of this landscape.
CIVILSCAPE
have a formal office in Bonn, Germany and have
been very successful in becoming involved in
several European projects. www.civilscape.eu

ow can we overcome borders between people?
et them travel, meet and discover what they have
n common.

REPARE, a network of rural and village movements, supports citizens from the European Union
nd its neighbour
countries to cross physical and
Kenozersky landscape in the park with bridge
motional borders. They share experiences and
ustain each other’s ambitions and projects.

PARTNER ORGANISATIONS

COMMUNITY SPIRIT WINS - How civil society sustains rural Europe

PREPARE
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CIVILSCAPE is a network of member organisation
(NGO’s) with 80 members from 28 European
countries – all dedicated to the implementation of
the European Landscape Convention.
Their
philosophy (which is very close to our own and
supported by us) is that landscape is an important
part of participative democracy, territorial and

COMMU

How civil
ECOVAST was a founder member of PREPARE –
a network of rural networks, where much of the
focus is on countries which have recently become
part of the European Union or who are thinking
about this in the future. They generally have two
international meetings a year by the PREPARE
Organising Group – which as well as panEuropean groups of ECOVAST and Forum
Synergies has members from the rural networks of
Croatia, Estonia, Finland, Hungary, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Slovenia, Slovakia and Sweden
(member states of the European Union) and from
Macedonia and Serbia outside the EU. The first
meeting has already been reported on – February
in Riga, Latvia.
The second meeting was in
Brussels in November and was attended by both
Michael Dower and Valerie Carter from ECOVAST,
where we developed the Action Plan and activities
for 2014. PREPARE has a paid co-ordinator and
an office in Ljutomer in Slovenia. Its activities
involve workshops and formal ‘gatherings’ in
countries which are not yet members of the
European Union. This year the gathering was held
in Bosnia and Herzogovina and a travelling
workshop held in Montenegro – both attended by
Michael Dower. Information and copies of their
newsletters can be found on their website:
www.preparenetwork.org
See the report in this newsletter from Michael
Dower to PREPARE on his visit to Montenegro.

M i c h a e l D owe

THE EUROPEAN RURAL UNIVERSITY (ERU)

The Association pour les Universites Rurales
Europeennes (APURE – the formal French name)
has been in operation since 1988 and is a meeting
of academic and practitioners involved in rural
development. They stage meetings in sessions
called ‘Rural Universities’ every two years or so.
The organisation was founded in France and is
registered formally there. Many of its Presidents
have been French, but in 2002 Camilo Mortagua of
Portugal was elected President and remained so
until 2012.
APURE has a strong history staging university
events attracting hundreds of delegates in France,
Ireland, Denmark, Portugal. Italy, England,
Hungary and Poland. It has not held a ‘university
event’ since 2010 (held on the Island of Reunion in
the Indian Ocean – a Department of France) but
this November saw the event take place in
Perigueux, France supported by the French
Department of the Dordogne.
The main theme for this 11th University session in
2013 was – Rural Territories – Innovation Spaces
& Future for Europe. The first day of this 2013
‘university’ event was totally dedicated to a
discussion on CAP reform and the impact on
France and was well attended. It was the following
2 days that were dedicated to a ‘rural university’
which included tours and debates – split into two
venues rather than everyone meeting together.
Evening receptions however brought us all
together again.
The paper presented by Valerie Carter was entitled
‘The Role that Small Towns Can Play – a PanEuropean View and can be found via the
ECOVAST website.
The ERU now has a new President – Istvan Bali
from Hungary with a Vice President – Maria
Grzechynka from Poland. It is seen as a new
beginning for the organisation which now has a
strong eastern/central European focus rather than
the French/Portuguese western European focus of
former years. Michael Dower, Phil Turner, Pam
Moore, and Valerie Carter have been associated
with this organisation and been part of its
International Committee for many years. England
staged a ‘university event’ in Oxford in 2004.

The new President and Vice President had several
evening meetings to discuss the way forward for
the future and a meeting in Sucha Beskidska is
planned in February 2014 to finalise the way
forward. We are all anxious that the sterling work
already done by the ‘university’ and its past
presidents is not forgotten but built upon and taken
forward in a much expanded Europe. The new
office for APURE has been moved from Portugal to
the Agraria-Apure office in Solnok, Hungary.
www.agraria-apure.hu
Valerie J Carter
EUROPA NOSTRA

From September to October, delegations of
heritage and financial experts from Europa Nostra,
the European Investment Bank Institute, founding
partner of ‘The 7 Most Endangered’ programme,
and the Council of Europe Development Bank, an
associate partner, went on mission to the 15th
century monastery in Setúbal (Portugal), the
Renaissance monastery of San Benedetto Po
(Italy), Vauban’s 17th century fortifications in
Briançon (France), the Roman amphitheatre in
Durrës (Albania), the buffer zone in the historic
centre of Nicosia (Cyprus), and the Armenian
church of St. George in Mardin (Turkey). The visit
to the historic mining landscape of Rosia Montana
(Romania) was on 19-20 November. The results of
the rescue missions will be presented at the policy
conference ‘Cultural Heritage for Europe, Europe
for Cultural Heritage’, organised by Europa Nostra
in Brussels on 5 December.
Roşia Montană is one of the sites which figure on
this year's EUROPA NOSTRA list of ‘7 Most
Endangered’.
Upon invitation of the Romanian Academy of
Sciences, Europa Nostra’s Executive President
Denis de Kergorlay and its Secretary General
Sneška Quaedvlieg-Mihailović visited Bucharest
on 19-20 November to discuss ways to ensure a
sustainable future for Roşia Montană, based on
the safeguard of its rich cultural and natural
heritage and environment. Read more

20 European Heritage Sites on the 2014
World Monuments watch List
The city of Venice (Italy), the Gaslight and Gas
Lamps in Berlin (Germany), the Güell Pavilions
and Garden in Barcelona (Spain), the Battersea
Power Station in London (England), and the
Cathedral of Mren in Digor, Kars (Turkey) are
among the 20 European heritage sites at risk listed
in the 2014 World Monuments Watch. The
complete list features 67 sites in 41 countries from
around the world. The announcement was made in
New York on 8 October by the World Monuments
Fund, a US-based independent organisation
devoted to safeguarding the world’s treasured
places.
It is worthwhile mentioning that also Europa Nostra
recently made an ‘Appeal for the Saving of Venice’.
As for the Gaslight and Gas Lamps, they were also
one of the 14 monuments shortlisted last April for
‘The 7 Most Endangered’, the Europa Nostra’s
new flagship programme developed in partnership
with the European Investment Bank Institute.
“Maintaining Venice, not only as a travel
destination but as a community, has become
increasingly challenging. A significant factor in this
dynamic is cruise tourism, which has increased
cruise passenger visitation to Venice by 400% in
the past five years, with some 20,000 people
disembarking per day during the peak season. The
large cruise ships have had direct and indirect
impacts on flooding, because of dredging
requirements and the movement of large ships
through the Giudecca Canal. The influx of visitors
in fragile historic areas has likewise affected the
quality of life for residents, contributing to a 50%
decline in the city’s population over the past
decade,” reads the official website of the World
Monuments Fund.
“First introduced in 1826, the streets of Berlin were
once lit by over 80,000 gas lamps; about 43,500
remain today. The German government has called
for the replacement of the remaining lamps with
electrified fixtures over the next eight years, with
plans to only save a small number. Over 1,000
have been lost in the last year alone, and
demolition contractors have been given financial
incentives to finish ahead of schedule. Berlin
residents, as well as the international community,
have been protesting the loss of the gas lamps, not
only because of their social value and cultural
significance, but also because of the questionable
rationale for their replacement. Proponents for
demolition claim that the new lamps will be more
cost-effective and ecologically friendly, but
opponents counter that proper full-cost accounting,
which incorporates a life-cycle-based assessment

of all economic, environmental, and social costs,
suggests otherwise,” states the World Monuments
Fund’s official website.
The 2014 World Monuments Watch features 67
endangered heritage sites from all over the world,
20 of which are in Europe, dating from prehistory
to the twentieth century. The 2014 list reflects a
number of distinct preservation challenges,
including conflict and catastrophe, lack of
resources, development pressures (urban, rural,
and tourism), and loss of cultural traditions.
Launched in 1996 and issued every two years, the
World Monuments Watch calls international
attention to threatened cultural heritage sites
around the world. Watch-listing provides an
opportunity for sites and their nominators to raise
public awareness, foster local participation,
advance innovation and collaboration, and
demonstrate effective solutions.
Phil Turner

ECOVAST project ASSET: Action to
Strengthen Small European Towns
RURBAN
DG Regio supports a network of urban and rural
partnerships.
ECOVAST (also representing
PREPARE) sits on the group. The Asset project
has supported attendance to these meetings. DG
Agri is also part of this network which links both
urban and rural policy thinking in the European
Commission.
There is increasing interest in
Europe for fostering rural-urban partnerships and
OECD has undertaken a major piece of work to
research such partnerships in Europe and
Australia and America. This topic is highly relevant
to ECOVAST as we promote the importance of
small towns and they should play a pivotal role in
such partnerships.
Side Event for Brussels Open Days
Although the group was not invited to stage a
formal event at the Brussels Open Days in October
it did stage its own side event. The theme of this
event was ‘Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive
Economic Growth through Territorial Linkages –
using the example of food.
The key speakers included representatives from
the METREX network; EUROCITIES network;
PURPLE network; AEIAR network; the Agricultural
Property Agency of Poland and the Swedish
Association of Local and regional Authorities – all
was very ably moderated by Michael Dower.

Valerie Carter attended and made representations
from ECOVAST – particularly that all parts of the
European settlement pattern whether they be small
towns, villages or farms need to be part of this
debate. Small towns are the backbone of rural
areas and thriving small towns are a major
contributor to the wellbeing of rural areas and offer
significant opportunities for sustainable
development and their businesses already make a
significant contribution to local economies.
Small towns also offer ideal places to process local
food grown on farms as well as a direct market for
the produce. Both DG Regio and DG Agri, at a
senior level, attended and, together with Betty
Anne Bryce from OECD, they responded to the
speakers.
OECD Conference in Bologna
This was the final event of the series of 3
conferences to examine and promote the benefits
of rural-urban partnerships. The two earlier events
at Metz, France and Warsaw, Poland have already
been reported. Both were attended by Valerie
C a r t e r r e p r e s e n t i n g b o t h E C O VA S T a n d
PREPARE. This event was organised by OECD in
Bologna, Italy. The results of their study were
published at the conference.
The report entitled ‘Rural-Urban Partnerships – An
Integrated Approach to Economic Development’
has two parts: Part I: rural-urban partnerships as a
tool for economic development and Part II: the 11
case studies of rural-urban partnerships in
practice. The partnerships looked at are in the
Czech Republic; Finland; France; Germany; Italy;
the Netherlands; Poland; Portugal; Spain and one
in the United States and one in Australia.
It was a very well attended event with many senior
people from the OECD organisation and many
countries in Europe and other parts of the world.
Valerie Carter was invited to speak in the second
session which was about how the size of the cities
changes the dynamics of the partnership. The
topic of the presentation was ‘The role that Small
Towns can play in Rural-urban Partnerships’ based
on the ECOVAST research and Position Paper –
The Importance of Small Towns. A copy of the
presentation will be found on the OECD website
http://www.oecd.org/gov/regional-policy/Session
%20II%20presentations.pdf
The overall conclusions and recommendations of
the conference were:
- Any partnerships will need to be at a scale that is
appropriate. It is about functional areas/regions
not administrative ones (living/working areas) and
they will vary in size

- There needs to be a much better understanding
of the different dynamics of urban and rural areas
– based on evidence- and there will be many
different relationships
- Need to encourage an integration of policies
based on a common agenda. This must avoid
‘silo’ mentalities and involve all levels
- The institutional environment which supports
these partnerships must be inclusive and fair
- It is important that rural/urban objectives are set
out clearly at the beginning which will help both
rural and urban stakeholders understand their
position and possibilities.

Valerie Carter

Report to PREPARE of a visit to
Montenegro 7-13 September 2013
After the PREPARE Gathering at Jalonica
(Bosnia), Michael Dower spent six days with a
hired car travelling in Montenegro.
The challenge of rural development.
In terms of land area, Montenegro is predominantly
rural.
But its population, its economy and its
politics are mainly – and, I believe, increasingly –
urban. Most younger people from the countryside
move to work in the cities or abroad; and most
rural communities are diminishing and ageing, with
adverse impact upon the social vitality and the
rural services which are vital if younger people are
to be attracted to stay in, or return to, the villages.
The strongest parts of the national economy
appear to be public administration; manufacturing
and commerce; tourism; mining and quarrying
(stone, coal, bauxite etc) and the construction
industry.
Agriculture and forestry have less
importance, and do not appear to gain greatly from
links with the dominant sectors.
I was told by the three producers or processers
whom I met that they have to fight hard to sell food
products to coastal hoteliers and others, because
of competition from producers in Serbia and other
neighbouring countries.

Ratko Bataković told me that only a tiny proportion
of food and drink sold to tourists is produced in
Montenegro, and that food imports to the country
total over €350 million a year, including very large
quantities of bottled water from Serbia (which
seems absurd in a country like Montenegro, full of
good drinking water).
Timber production in Montenegro is focused on the
beech and pine forests in the centre and north of
the country, far from the main area of building
construction in the south.
Small farms. Most of the farms in Montenegro are
small; disadvantaged by altitude, slope, poor soil
and poor access; and therefore operating at semisubsistence level, with limited cash crops. Some
of their products - fruit, olives, vegetables, wine
and spirits – are sold through stalls alongside main
roads. On such farms, many of the farmers are
elderly, with low levels of education.
The
prospects for such farms are not good.
Young
people do not wish to work on low returns. The
government appears to be unable or unwilling to
give income support or other help to small farms;
and the banks will not provide credit to them.
Small farmers, and particularly those who are
older, are believed by officials to be reluctant to
join producer groups or to set up cooperatives.
So the prospect appears to be that many farms in
the mountains will be amalgamated into larger
units, like those of the Milic family. This process is
likely to be accelerated by EU policies of support to
farm investment and diversification, which the
government seems ready to adopt and implement.
More optimistic prospects may apply to the larger
lowland farms, found around Podgorica and
elsewhere in the south of the country, producing
maize, vegetables (sometimes under glass or
plastic), fruit, wine, tobacco and some cereals.
They may thrive through modernisation, adding
value, and good marketing. The government’s rural
development measures are likely to be focused on
such farms and on the larger food processors with
whom they work. However, I was troubled by the
approach to spatial planning, with the result that
good farm land is being sacrificed to ribbon
development along some main roads.
Montenegro’s tourism industry is currently focused
mainly on the coast, with centres of mass tourism
at Herceg-novi, Bar and Budva, mainly serving the
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Apart from this mountain activity, rural tourism is
very ill developed, with relatively few places
offering accommodation or activities such as
horse-riding. The idea of trails – based on wine,
cheese, honey or cycling – is catching on, but not
yet widely used.
There clearly is potential for a greater volume of
rural tourism, built on Montenegro’s historic and
natural heritage, its spectacular landscape,
potential for fishing, hunting and other activity, and
its hospitable people and good cuisine.
I suggested to the municipal officers that they
might visit the Doljenska–bela Krajina Heritage
Trail in Slovenia and Trebižat Heritage Trails in
Herzegovina, with a view to applying this model in
Montenegro.
Significant investment will be
needed in rural tourism, and this will depend upon
government support, plus credit on easier terms
than are now available (the current interest rate is
typically 14 to 15% per annum).
Forest resources.
In the coastal region of
Montenegro, much of the hill land is covered by
scrub, which yields no useful timber.
However,
travelling north into the mountains, one encounters
great forests of beech and then pine, which have
traditionally been used as sources of firewood and
timber. There are many small and medium-sized
sawmills, yielding good quality timber for use in the
construction industry; but I was told that there is
very little by way of further added value, such as
furniture-making or woodcraft.
There is clearly
potential for adding further value to this major
natural resource, but I gained no strong impression
of government interest in realising this potential.
Michael Dower

Appreciation of Andras Roman
(1929-2005)
Remembered at the ECOVAST Assembly in
September 2013

I first got to know Andras Roman briefly at a
conference of the Internationales Städteforum
(founder member of ECOVAST) in Graz in the
autumn of 1984. At the same time, also in Graz,
the first meeting took place of the International
Committee of ECOVAST after its foundation in
March 1984.
Andras Roman was Chief Inspector of Historic
Buildings at the National Monuments Board in
Budapest and represented that institution as well
as the Hungarian Committee of ICOMOS. He was
a founder member of the ICOMOS CIVVIH
Committee on Historic Towns and Villages,
founded in 1982. He was European Vice-President
of ICOMOS. He was much interested in historic
small towns and villages and was the major force
behind the first beginning of the registration of
historic villages on the World Heritage List.
Together with Josef Usak, ethnological expert of
the Bratislava Regional Office of the National
Monuments Board of Slovakia and Chairman of
the Slovak Section of ECOVAST, and also with my
help, he supported the registration of the Slovak
village of Vlkolinec near Ruzemberok which took
place in 1993. Andras presumably also supported
the registration of the Czech village of Holasovice
in 1998. One can say with some justification that
Andras was father of the movement to register
historic villages on the World Heritage List. He also
provided much support to the renovation of two
villages in the Erdely region in Transylvania/
Romania, founding a supporting association for
them.

During the summer of 1988 I carried out a tour of
Croatia (then in Yugoslavia) and Hungary to
prepare my report on “Redundant Religious
Buildings” for the Council of Europe (submitted in
1989 as Doc. 6032). As a result of these visits in
Hungary and accompanied by Andras I was able to
secure several diplomas of Europa Nostra as a
member of the Jury for the Europa Nostra award
for churches, synagogues and villages.
At our meeting in Graz in 1984 Andras had shown
interest in the recently founded European Council
fo the Village and Small Town (ECOVAST). He was
however first able to take part in ECOVAST events
in 1988 at its Lübeck-Travemünde Conference and
General Assembly in conjunction with the final
event there of the Council of Europe’s Campaign
for the European Countryside (1987-88) at which
participants from the then Yugoslavia and Poland
also took part. Together with representatives from
these countries Andras took part in a meeting with
Europa Nostra in Austria at Durnstein on the River
Danube in 1989, preparing the way for Europa
Nostra’s interest in these countries.
Andras was instrumental in founding the
Hungarian Section of ECOVAST in 1991 helped by
Michael Dower and myself, ensuring the support of
the National Board for Historic Monuments,
Hungaria Nostra, ICOMOS Hungary (at whose
office in Budapest ECOVAST Hungary had its
representation in Hungary for many years), and
other organizations and interested persons. Andras
became first Chairman of the Hungarian Section
and then President of the international organization
ECOVAST in 1993 at a time of crisis and helped to
ensure the continued survival of ECOVAST, giving
it a quiet stability which it much needed. He
organized two major ECOVAST events, General
Assemblies with Conferences and Excursions at
Eger in northern Hungary in 1996 and then on the
southwestern edge of Lake Balaton in 2004.
ECOVAST is much obliged to Andras, who died
after a long illness in 2005, and to his wife, Vera
Szekeres-Varsa, for their great hospitality, help and
support.
Angus Fowler

EVENTS NOTIFIED TO THE EDITOR

Europa Nostra
EUROPEAN HERITAGE CONGRESS 2014
VIENNA, Austria 2 – 6 MAY 2014
After its emblematic congress in Athens last year,
which marked the 50th Anniversary of Europa
Nostra, the leading European heritage organisation
is preparing its next year’s congress in Vienna.
The Awards Ceremony at the Burgtheater, the
opera performance by the world-renowned opera
singer and President of Europa Nostra Plácido
Domingo at the Wiener Staatsoper, and the fullday excursion to the World Heritage valley of
Wachau are the highlights of the programme. H.E.
the President of Austria, Dr. Heinz Fischer, has
granted his patronage to the congress.

http://www.europanostra.org/news/395/
Europa Nostra UK

YORK, UK CONFERENCE 27-30 April, 2014
Sunday 27 April Reception at The Mansion House
and visit to Fairfax House.
Monday 28 April morning visits and lunch, followed
by Annual General Meeting at 3pm and Duncan
Sandys Memorial Lecture at 4.30pm. Dinner at
Merchant Taylors’ Hall.
Tuesday 29 April. Conference 9.15 - 5pm
Wednesday 30 April Tour of East Yorkshire 9am 6pm

ECOVAST German Section

AGM April 2014 in the Oderbruch region near
Poland.

